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Revelation	  (2)	  –	  Victory	  in	  Jesus	  	  	   	   	   	  
The	  Basic	  Story	  of	  Revelation	  	  

• Revelation	  is	  written	  from	  the	  Isle	  of	  Patmos,	  which	  was	  and	  island	  just	  off	  the	  coast	  of	  
present-‐day	  Turkey.	  John	  first	  tells	  us	  about	  a	  vision	  he	  receives	  from	  the	  “Son	  of	  Man,”	  
who	  told	  him	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  he	  wrote	  the	  visions	  down	  and	  shared	  them	  with	  the	  
churches.	  John	  begins	  chapter	  two	  by	  addressing	  each	  of	  seven	  churches	  in	  Asia,	  
mentioning	  each	  of	  them	  by	  name.	  As	  he	  considers	  each	  one	  he	  follows	  a	  fairly	  rigid	  
equation,	  which	  is	  ordered	  in	  the	  following	  fashion	  –	  Introduces	  the	  church;	  Identifies	  
who	  is	  speaking	  to	  them;	  levels	  criticism	  and	  /	  or	  praise	  at	  them;	  and	  then	  closes	  with	  
either	  the	  solution	  to	  their	  problems	  or	  encouragement	  to	  stay	  the	  course,	  which	  is	  
attached	  to	  a	  promise.	  	  

• It	  is	  very	  clear	  from	  chapters	  1-‐3	  that	  it	  is	  a	  time	  of	  great	  tribulation	  or	  testing	  (2:10).	  	  
• Beginning	  in	  chapter	  4	  there	  is	  a	  lengthy	  vision	  that	  is	  designed	  to	  depict	  the	  wicked	  and	  

the	  great	  period	  of	  persecution	  in	  the	  church.	  However,	  triumph	  of	  the	  King	  of	  Kings	  is	  
assured	  (19:16;	  17:14).	  	  He	  will	  usher	  in	  the	  “new	  heavens	  and	  new	  earth”	  (21:1),	  where	  
God	  will	  reign	  for	  all	  eternity	  (11:15).	  

• The	  gist	  of	  the	  story	  is	  that	  if	  we	  are	  faithful	  to	  him,	  no	  matter	  what	  the	  cost,	  then	  we	  will	  
gain	  the	  victory	  he	  has	  won.	  	  

• The	  book	  closes	  with	  some	  comforting	  passages	  about	  the	  end	  of	  all	  things	  and	  eternity	  
with	  God,	  including	  description	  of	  heaven	  and	  a	  call	  for	  all	  men	  to	  heed	  to	  call	  to	  come	  to	  
the	  feast	  that	  it	  will	  be.	  Upon	  these	  points	  most	  scholars	  would	  agree.	  Revelation	  is	  
supposed	  to	  be	  an	  encouraging	  book	  that	  comes	  with	  a	  promise	  of	  blessing.	  

Basic	  Structure	  of	  the	  Book	  
• Prologue	  (Rev.	  1)	  
• Letters	  to	  the	  seven	  churches	  (Rev.	  2–3)	  
• The	  throne	  room	  and	  the	  scroll	  with	  seven	  seals	  (Rev.	  4–5)	  
• Judgments	  and	  vignettes	  
• Seal	  judgments	  (Rev.	  6)	  
• 144,000;	  the	  multitude	  (Rev.	  7)	  
• Trumpet	  judgments	  (Rev.	  8–9)	  
• The	  angel	  and	  a	  little	  scroll	  (Rev.	  10)	  
• Two	  witnesses	  (Rev.	  11)	  
• A	  pregnant	  woman	  and	  the	  dragon	  (Rev.	  12)	  
• Two	  beasts	  (Rev.	  13)	  
• 144,000	  on	  Mount	  Zion;	  three	  angels;	  harvest	  of	  the	  earth	  (Rev.	  14)	  
• Bowl	  judgments	  and	  the	  battle	  of	  Armageddon	  (Rev.	  15–16)	  
• A	  woman	  on	  the	  beast	  and	  the	  fall	  of	  Babylon	  (Rev.	  17–18)	  
• The	  thousand	  years	  and	  the	  Last	  Judgment	  (Rev.	  19–20)	  
• A	  new	  heaven	  and	  new	  earth	  (Rev.	  21)	  
• Epilogue	  (Rev.	  22)	  
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Reference	   Symbol	  	   Interpretation	   Notes	  
4:5	   Seven	  blazing	  lamps	   Represent	  the	  

churches;	  the	  
thunderings	  and	  
lighting	  God’s	  
presence,	  like	  at	  
Sinai.	  	  

It	  should	  be	  noted	  
that	  the	  number	  
seven	  means	  
complete;	  there	  
are	  more	  than	  7	  	  
actual	  churches	  in	  
Asia.	  

5:8;	  8:3-‐4	   Bowls	  of	  incense	   Prayers	  of	  the	  
saints.	  

After	  the	  lamb	  has	  
been	  found	  
worthy	  to	  open	  
the	  scroll	  

7:9,	  13-‐14	   The	  Great	  multitude	   Gentile	  Christian	  
after	  A.D.	  70,	  

Though	  John	  says	  
many	  Jewish	  Xians	  
would	  escape,	  
Judaism	  is	  done	  

8:10-‐12	   The	  Great	  blazing	  Star	   Cursing	  of	  apostate	  
Israel	  

An	  allusion	  to	  
Moses	  healing	  of	  
the	  bitter	  water	  

9:11	   Angel	  of	  the	  abyss	   Satan	  –	  locust	  king	   Sends	  locusts	  
(demons)	  to	  
plague	  Israel	  
during	  the	  fall	  

11:3-‐4	   Two	  witnesses	   The	  line	  of	  
prophets	  from	  
Moses	  to	  John	  	  

Two	  –	  the	  line	  of	  
OT	  prophets	  and	  
the	  NT	  forerunner	  

11:8	   The	  Great	  city	   Jerusalem	  –	  sinful	  
like	  Egypt	  and	  
Sodom	  

The	  place	  where	  
Christ	  was	  
crucified	  

12:5	   Male	  child	   Christ	   The	  woman	  is	  
seen	  as	  the	  faithful	  
remnant	  of	  Israel,	  
cries	  out	  as	  she	  
waits	  for	  Christ	  
and	  proclaims	  him	  
in	  labor	  

12:9;	  20:2	   The	  great	  dragon	   Babylon,	  Medo-‐
Persia,	  Grece	  and	  
Rome	  combined	  

This	  dragon	  is	  the	  
four	  beasts	  of	  
Daniel	  7	  
combined.	  It	  will	  
persecute	  the	  
church	  
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12:17	   Offspring	  of	  the	  woman	   Gentiles	  brought	  
into	  the	  church	  by	  
the	  righteous	  
remnant	  

After	  the	  
persecution	  and	  
A.D	  70	  

13:18	   666	   Nero	   Great	  persecutor	  
of	  the	  church;	  in	  
Hebrew	  his	  name	  
adds	  to	  666.	  	  

14:1,	  3-‐4	   144,000	   The	  victorious	  
saints	  

This	  chapter	  falls	  
after	  the	  facing	  of	  
the	  three	  beast	  by	  
the	  church	  and	  is	  
meant	  to	  
encourage	  and	  
state	  clearly	  
victory;	  144,000	  
references	  those	  
who	  remain	  true,	  
but	  perhaps	  is	  
more	  specific	  (ie.	  
Christian	  Martyrs)	  

16:13,	  14	   Three	  evil	  spirits	   Satan	  and	  his	  
Human	  agents	  
(emperor	  and	  
army),	  who	  ravage	  
Jerusalem	  and	  the	  
saints	  

	  

16:16	   Armageddon	   The	  day	  Jerusalem	  
is	  destroyed	  by	  
Rome,	  the	  day	  of	  
slaughter	  

Megiddo	  was	  well	  
know	  as	  a	  place	  of	  
slaughter	  and	  
represents	  such.	  	  

17:1,	  15	   Harlot	  on	  Many	  Waters	   Most	  likely	  
Jerusalem	  	  

Many	  water	  due	  to	  
the	  great	  shedding	  
of	  blood	  

17:3,	  5	   Woman	  sitting	  on	  the	  
scarlet	  beast	  

The	  Scarlet	  beast	  is	  
Rome;	  the	  Woman	  
the	  imperial	  city	  of	  
Rome	  

It	  persecutes	  the	  
saints	  

17:3,	  7,	  9	   Seven	  heads	  on	  the	  scarlet	  
beat	  

The	  Roman	  
emperors	  

Augustus,	  
Tiberius,	  Caligula,	  
Claudius,	  Nero,	  
Vespasian,	  Titus,	  
and	  Domitian	  
(eighth)	  

17:3,	  7,	  12	   Ten	  horns	  on	  the	  scarlet	  
beast	  

These	  are	  kings	  
subjected	  by	  Rome	  
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19:8	   Marriage	  of	  the	  Lamb	   Full	  establishment	  
of	  the	  new	  
covenant,	  the	  Old	  
fully	  done	  away	  
with	  

When	  Jerusalem	  
and	  the	  temple	  
were	  destroyed	  in	  
A.D.	  70	  

19:11,	  16	   Rider	  on	  the	  pale	  horse	   Christ	  coming	  to	  
rule	  

	  

20:5	   1,000	   Time	  of	  the	  New	  
Covenant;	  not	  
literally	  1,000	  

Yes,	  Christ	  reigns	  
today	  

20:8	   Gog	  and	  Magog	   The	  end	  of	  time	  and	  
judgment	  

	  

20:14;	  21:8	   Lake	  of	  fire	   Hell	   	  
21:2,	  9-‐10	   New	  Jerusalem	   Heaven	   	  
	  
This	  list	  is	  not	  exhaustive	  or	  complete	  by	  any	  means,	  but	  gives	  enough	  of	  the	  key	  
symbols	  to	  allow	  us	  to	  interpret	  the	  others	  with	  relative	  ease	  and	  give	  us	  an	  
understanding	  of	  the	  overall	  picture	  of	  the	  book.	  	  
The	  interpretation	  of	  the	  symbols	  on	  the	  list	  will	  vary	  greatly	  depending	  on	  the	  scheme	  
of	  interpretation	  that	  one	  adopts.	  The	  scheme	  given	  above	  is	  what	  one	  might	  call	  the	  
Partial	  Preterist	  view,	  which	  see	  most	  of	  the	  book	  as	  having	  been	  fulfilled	  in	  the	  first	  
century	  (1-‐19).	  Only	  chapters	  20-‐22	  can	  be	  seen	  as	  future	  to	  us.	  The	  rest	  only	  applies	  
secondarily	  and	  after-‐the-‐fact.	  	  
	  


